
RECYCLING WITH A PURPOSE 

 

  Is your community or organization interested in removing plastic waste from the 

environment AND receiving a beautiful park bench for your efforts? Here is an 

opportunity that has been successful in several counties in our Synod.  
 

  “Trex® is proud to sponsor local recycling programs in communities throughout 

the country. For example, for K-12 schools, civic organizations, houses of worship 

and university organizations etc. If your team can collect more than 1,000 pounds 

of soft film plastics and packaging in a 12-month span, we will award a Trex® 

furniture bench to your organization.” (www.trex.com) Trex is a company that 

manufactures composite decking and furniture. This recycling program encourages 

groups to collect plastic such as: pallet wrap, case overlap (i.e., water bottles), 

produce bags, bubble wrap, and lots more. The items must be clean, dry and free 

of food residue. At Trex, Sustainability is not just a buzzword-it’s a founding 

principle of our company and part of our DNA. For more than three decades, we 

have continued to derive value from discarded materials, diverting waste from 

landfills and waterways. Our composite decking is made from 95% recycled 

materials, so recycling plays a considerable role in our day-to-day operations.” 

Bryan Fairbanks, President and CEO of Trex® Company.  
 

  Participation is SO easy…sign up https://nextrex.com/view/recyclingchallenge. 

You will receive helpful ideas, print-outs and other suggestions to make this project 

an easy one. Better yet, there are local groceries/stores (Tops, Wegman’s, Giant 

Eagle, Kohl’s and more) that provide collection points for your plastic, and provide 

weighing information. Once your organization is enrolled, you will need to collect 

1,000 pounds of plastic within a 12-month period to be eligible for a park 

bench.  Some of the organizations have cooperation agreements with dollar stores, 

etc., which allows the plastic to accumulate quickly. 
 

  If you know of other recycling opportunities, please share them with the Green 

Team so that we can share it as we care for our creation. 
 

The Green Team’s purpose is to “raise awareness of and advocate for the care of 
creation.”  Our mission is to support and encourage creation care ministries, raise 

awareness, model creation care advocacy consistent with ELCA teachings in our faith 
communities and public life.  

Like and follow us on Facebook: Northwestern PA Synod Green Team – Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. 

Contact us at: nwpasynodgreenteam@gmail.com 
June 2025 
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